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Wellfleet Democratic Town Committee 
September 14, 2017 

Flying Fish Cafe 
 

Present: Michele Olem, Dick Elkins, Esther Elkins, Dick Guernsey, Norma Simon, Candace 
Perry, Sheila Lyons, Olga Kahn, Lydia Vivante, Geraldine Ramer, Kathleen Bacon, Elaine 
Baskin, Barbara Cary, Reatha Ciotti, Judith Cumbler, Irene Daitch, Esther Elkin, Richard Elkin, 
Mark Gabriele  [guest speaker], Richard Guernsey, Evelyn Jackson, Olga Kahn, Sheila 
Lyons, Carol Magenau, Catharie Nass, Michele Olem, Candace Perry, Geraldine Ramer, 
Bonnie Shepard, Kim Shkapich, Lydia Vivante, Mary Wright 
 
Guest Speaker: Mark Gabriele presented some of the work of the Cape Cod Coalition for Safe 
Communities, which has been responsible for promoting the Safe Communities resolutions in 
Wellfleet, Eastham, Brewster and Dennis.  Their most wide-spread activity is to join with other 
towns in the Commonwealth to put pressure on the Legislature to pass a statewide Safe 
Communities Act to protect immigrants from the Trump Administration.  Their activities will 
include a Forum, which will be a training session for activists to become involved in the 
statewide effort.  They will present Film nights in Falmouth, Yarmouth, and the Outer Cape; 
conduct a public art project called DACAmorphosis in Wellfleet on Sat. 9/16 at the Wellfleet 
Library. For this project, they have joined with Wellfleet Families for Families for Peace and 
Justice. CCCSC has a Facebook page. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dick Guernsey 
WDTC act balance 10 May 2017 $1163.29 
 Receipts, contributions        40.00 
 Disbursements              0.00 
 Current Balance      $1203.29  
 
OCDC act balance. 10 May 2017   2006.91 
 Receipts                     0.00 
 Disbursements Prez Hall rental   (400).00 
  Prez Hall security              (250).00 
Current Balance                                                                  1356.91 
 
Current Bank Balance        $2560.20                                                        
 
 
May Meeting Minutes - read by Lydia, approved  
 
Sheila Lyons: The American Promise is a group trying to pass a constitutional amendment to 
rescind Citizens United.  For more information on how to participate in getting petition 
signatures on the Outer Cape, go to their website or contact sheila. 
 
Michele Olem:  
Update on Addiction Services 
Wellfleet has joined with Eastham and Truro to support a position for a Navigator - someone 
who will be based at Outer Cape Health Services in Wellfleet, and will help addicts and their 
facilities in the 3 communities to obtain appropriate services.  They are recruiting for the 
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position currently - it will involve coordinating health care, mental health and addiction 
services for residents of the 3 towns. 
Currently planned activities in town include a group run by and for young people with drug 
issues; an effort to start a group focused on prevention of drug abuse; and a teen center to 
provide safe after-school activities for teens. 
CIVIC has not met for several months, will reconvene to reassess priorities next week. 
 
Candace Perry:  
DownCape DownWinders will meet 9/27 at the Library at 7 pm. Many new issues to consider. 
 
Barbara Gray Dinner will be held at Preservation Hall on October 20 at 5:30. The Honoree is 
Mary Jane Gibson, former MA State Representative.  The keynote speaker is not yet selected. 
Tickets will be on sale around Sept 25. 
 
Governor’s race - there are currently 3 announced candidates for the Primary, which will be 
held in September 2018, with the election in November 2018.  OCDC will likely have a 
candidates forum introduce Setti Warren, Jay ,    Masse. 
 
Keating Challenger - 2 people have declared an intention to challenge Keating for 
representative from the 9th district, Paul Cusack and Becky King.  We will hear more about 
them. 
 
Raise Up MA - is a grassroots coalition of community organizations, religious groups and 
labor unions committed to building an economy that works for all of us. They are working on 
paid family and medical leave, $15 minimum wage, and the fair share amendment that 
creates an additional 4% tax on annual income above $1 million - the new revenue would go 
to transportation and public education. Contact them at RAISEUPMA.Org. 
 
Dick Elkins - Wellfleet, Ptown and Truro will hold a meeting about a new solar energy program 
with unlimited funding. 
Atul Gawande will speak about his book Being Mortal by video cast at Eastham Library 9/25 
at 4:30. 
A new Climate Action Group is forming, meeting at Wellfleet Library 7 pm 9/25. 
 
Next meeting is at PB Boulangerie on OCTOBER 12 at 8:30. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Mary Wright 


